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PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

‘‘Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


Vol. XV. No. 7.] [JULY, 1904. 

THE PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 

EIGHTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

WAS HF.I.D IN 

THE ROYAL ARCH HALLS, EDINBURGH, 
27 th, 2%lh, 30 th, and 31^ May, 1904. 


PROGRAMME. 

FIRST DAY- FRIDAY, 27 th May. 

Evening, 8.30. Opening Meeting. Thf. Earl of Aberdeen in the Chair. 

“The Education of Character.” 

Dr. A. T. Schofield, London. 

“Nature and Nurture.” Professor J. Arthur 

Thomson, M.A., Aberdeen University. 

SECOND DAY- SATURDAY, 28 th May. 

Forenoon, 10.30. The Countess of Aberdeen in the Chair. 

“ Normal Growth in the School Agee.” 

Dr. W. Leslie Mackenzie. 

“Nervous Diseases and Symptoms of the School 
Age.” Hr. Clouston, President , Royal College of 

Physicians. 

“ Developmental Exercise at School. 

George Smith, M«A. (Oxon), Headmaster of 
Merchiston Castle School. 


Afternoon, 2.30. Visit to Old Edinburgh, conducted by Sheriff Guthrie. 

4.30. Garden Party at the Inch, Newington, by invitation of 

Professor and Mrs. Simpson. 

Evening, 8,30. Reception by the Countess of Aberdeen in the Auh Halls. 
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rtTTTjTW day.- MONDAY, 30th May. 

F ° 10 30 Mrs. Franklin in the Chaw. 

forenoon, 10.3 . ^ q{ Home and School.” Paper contributed 

by Dr. Burge, Head Master of Winchester School. 

,, Parents and Lessons. 

^ are Mrs. Clement Parsons, London. 

• Mathematical Teaching and its place in General 

Education.” T. J. Garstang, M.A., Science Master 
at Bedales School. 

Mrs. Howard Glovf.r in the Chair. 

“Some Thoughts on Reading with our Children.” 

Dr. Alexander Whyte. 

“Field Excursions in Relation to Nature Study.” 

Dr. R. Stewart MacDougall, M.A., Heriot Watt 
College. 

“The Educational Value of the Habit of Observing 
Nature.” Rev. Canon Rawnsley. 

At Falcon Hall, Morningside, Mrs. J. G. Bartholomew 
A t Home to Members of the Conference. 

Evening, 8 . Lady Campbell in the Chair. 

“The Place of Music in Education.” 

Professor Niecks, Mus.D., Edinburgh University. 

An Ambleside Evening. A Paper on “ Scottish Ballads 
(with illustrations). By a former Student at the House of 
.Education, Ambleside. 

FIFTH DAY.- TUESDAY, 31st MAY. 

Forenoon, 10.30. Rev. Hugh Black in the Chair. 

"Training in the Service of Man.” J 1 U" 1S 
Paton, M.A., Head Master of Manchester Grammai Sc ko 

The Modern GirPs Demand for "Work.” 

MISS BANNATYNE, Glasgow. 

Meeting in co-operation with the Scottish Mothers’ Union. 

* A Vital Education.” Mrs. Clement Parsons, Lond 

“Some Good Gifts for Children.” 

Rev. Dr. Hunter, 

Tea in the Arch Halls, by invitation of the Committees o. 
Edinburgh Conference and the Scottish Mothers’ Unto • 
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NATURE AND NURTURE. 

By Professor J. Arthur Thomson, 

University of Aberdeen . 

“ Nature and Nurture ” is the title of my short paper, 
and T hope it has suggested that I mean "to say a little 
about some aspects of those problems which are summed up 
in the rather ugly word “heredity.” I hope so, because 
many people have as much repugnance to talk about heredity 
as to talk about predestination. 

This repugnance is based on the mistaken impression that 
what is called “ the doctrine of heredity ” is not practically 
suggestive. The study of heredity, we are told, brings us face 
to face with the predetermined and the inevitable ; it suggests 
that the issues of life are decided by the irrevocable past 
rather than by the plastic present ; it tends, in a word, to 
Fatalism. The child cannot choose its parents ; we cannot 
prune our genealogical tree ; the Fates of the South and the 
Norns of the North are with us still at every birth, though 
their names have been changed ; why then talk about what 
is already so settled, when we all wish to do something ? A 
discourse on “ The Chances of Life ” would not be very 
appropriate in a hospital for incurables ! 

But this is a narrow and cowardly repugnance. We cannot 
seriously propose to imitate the ostriches of literature who 
stick their heads into the sand. In our better moods we are 
all prepared to face up to the facts of life and to be rid of 
make-believe. We must therefore satisfy ourselves that 
current statements of the facts of heredity, whethei in no\e] 
or in sermon, in drama or in biological essay, are adequate. 
It may be that the scientific doctrine of heredity, impiegnable 
as regards its factual basis, is not always stated with due 
regard to perspective. Perhaps its practical interest fot the 
parent does not end when the child begins to live. Perhaps 
the apparently demoralising fatalism to which it seems to 
force us is a fallacious inference. 


